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Red Rover Red Rover, send Red Clover on Over!

Posting #1

One of the topics my book researched and investigated was those odd comments about “red clover”
growing atop the Money Pit depression when it was first found by our three adventurers. First thought
was — “who cares about some stupid plant growing — just dig!” For any of you that also passed on by the
frequent curiosity of these “foreign” plants by tellers of the tall tale, here is a reminder of some of that
commentary...

Excerpts:
9. “Oaklsland, The Reasons for Supposing Treasure is Buried There,” by Paul Pry. For the Yarmouth Herald. 2-
19-1863. Pgs. 1-6.

“Believing himself to be the first resident on the island, and having lived three years alone with his family, ...his
surprise was very great on finding the circular clover field, where no clover was supposed to grow on the island. On
making his discovery known to his neighbor on the mainland, a small company was formed. They found the earth
where the clover grew, sunken below the level of the ground immediately around it.”

16. “The Story of Oak Island — 1895,” by Frederick L. Blair. Included in “Buried Treasure”, part of Oak Island
Treasure Company’s Public Share Offering. “Additional” Information included.

“..In 1795, three men — Smith, McGinnis, and Vaughn, visited the island and while rambling over the eastern part of
it, came to a spot, of which the unusual and strange conditions at one engaged their attention. It had every
appearance of having been cleared many years before. Red clover and other plants altogether foreign to the soil in
its natural state were growing.”

19. “History of Oak Island, Nova Scotia, and of the Work Done There at Different Time to Recover Buried
Treasure,” by Frederick L. Blair. 1926. known as Exhibit B. Pgs. 4-5.

“At its Eastern extremity lies a little crescent shaped bay, “Smith’s Cove,” whose shores were originally bordered with
large oak trees. A number of these may still be seen. A century ago, in this portion of the country, settlers were few
and far between, and Oak Island was without a single inhabitant. The space referred to have every appearance of
having been cleared many years before. Red clover and other plants, foreign to the soil in its natural state, were
growing.”

23. “To Nova Scotia: The Sunrise Province of Canada” by T. Morris Longstreth. Personal visit to Smith’s Cove and
Interview with anonymous Woman from Chester, Nova Scotia. 1935. P. 26.

“The shore curved like an old cutlass, making a sheltered cove for landing. The seawater had an uncanny clearness.
Oak, very tall, and leafy only towards the tops like palms, were so dissimilar to any oaks | had ever seen that they
lent the place an eerie air even in mid-morning. ...The island was uninhabited, of course, but they noticed that some
of the ground had been cleared years before, and red clover and other plants unusual to the soil were growing there.”

62. “The Curse of Oak Island — The Story of the World’s Longest Treasure Hunt”, by Randall Sullivan, 2018,
2" Edition. Introduction p. 13-15.

“..Those who insist the trees on Oak Island were brought north in wooden ships and planted there make
much of the fact that the recovered fragment of the McNutt manuscript asserted that the first thing Daniel
McGinnis had noticed that caused him to stop and consider the Money pit location was a circle of red
clover growing in the spot, a variety of clover that was not native to Nova Scotia. This claim about the red
clover and other nonnative plants growing around the Money Pit was repeated in T. M Longstreth’s, “To
Nova Scotia, published in 1935.”



So what? Many people moan on and on about the Oak Island Treasure Story as a concoction of
fable, fantasy and fiction. Okay, | do not completely disagree. But if this fable is to sell shares in
a company seeking pirate treasure investors, why would they include talk of red clover? Unlike
the hanging block n tackle, or the cryptic marks In the bark of trees surrounding the pit itself, why
bring up this plant as some strange, foreign oddity?

What was so odd about red clover growing on top of the depression, and why did our observers
take such interest in it being there? Why did they say it was nonnative, or foreign to the island?
And if indeed clover, was it white clover or red clover and does it have anything to do with this
treasure mystery story at all?

Well, the plant known as red clover (Trifolium pratense) had tremendous impact on rescuing
agronomy in Europe, as the remnants of the Little Ice Age, frequent famines after the Black
Death, and civil calamities, disasters and war devastated most of society. A new look at feeding
Europe was being instructed and applied and it is known as the Agricultural Revolution from 1270
through 1885. At the telling of the Oak Island Treasure saga, red clover had not made it to Nova
Scotia — yet.

In my book, “Oak Island Mystery Trees and other Forensic Answers,” which is available at
Amazon, discusses this agricultural Revolution, tracks the historical migration of red clover from
its beginnings to Mahone Bay, and gives reason why it may very well “dot the ‘I’” on Oak Island
Treasure tale.

But before explaining what | mean, let us visit this very “foreign” plant.
This plant, along with turnips and other legumes are together credited for growing the
Agricultural Revolution of the 16 & 17 century. These plants literally saved Europe’s bacon!

Famine had become widespread, soils were depleted of nitrogen from over farming, over grazing,
and over cutting. All while the population of city states boomed. The plants involved in spurring
agricultural awakening included vetch, lupins, broad beans, peas, lentils, and various other plants
from the family of legumes — including red and white clover.2 Appendix H, “Dirty World of
Detritus,” discusses how red clover won over the world and in its spread saved Ireland, Denmark,
England, Europe, and eventually Nova Scotia.

White clover (Trifolium repens) arrived in the Western Hemisphere as early as 1555 where the
Aztecs called it “Castilian ocoxichitli” meaning a low native plant that prefers shade and
moisture.2 It is also believed to have hitched rides with Russian fur traders in the northern
California territories and in Incan Peru where it was called “trebol;”2 and brought along with
English colonizers of Virginia in 1629.2 It was an important imported forage crop for many and a
pervasive weed to many, many more. Today, white clover is first and foremost a pasture species
and a much important pasture legume in Atlantic Canada supplying significant amounts of
palatable nutritious grazing.t It does have its drawbacks, and this is where red clover became the
darling of the Agricultural Revolution.



Red clover was a wild plant in Europe and the Middle East and remained so until it was
domesticated much later by Moorish Andalusians (Moorish Spain) around 1270.24 With the rise
of Christian Spain, a rapidly expanding powerbase of the time period, domesticated red clover
and its benefits were equally expanded into Lombardy and the Netherlands, both of which were
under Spanish rule. By 1583, red clover reached France. 1620 it was exported from the
Netherlands to England and was known as “Flemish Clover.” Written up by Sir Richard Weston
in his famous book “Discours of Husbandrie used in Brabant and Flanders,” his book described
the miraculous Flemish clover farming and red clover became the rage by 1644.2 The success of
the clovers effect on improving grazing lands, farming plots, and other arable lands became
something to celebrate throughout the British Isles, Scandinavia, Europe and later in the new
colonies. It was a favorite of William Penn.Z

The Agricultural Revolution of 1620-1850 throughout Europe, England, and the Colonies was
basically a red clover-driven nitrogen revolution. Agronomist N.L. Taylor said, “Clover has had a
greater influence on civilization than the potato.” For without clover there would have been no
potatoes and without potatoes the tripling of the European population between 1750 and 1900
would not have been possible.23

Great! Now we have plenty of potatoes and cabbage, right?

Red Rover Red Rover, send Red Clover on Over!

Posting #2

Potatoes, Cabbage, Honey and Cheese — Let’s Eat!

As we were discussing, red clover and its buddies, completely changed the direction of European
evolution. Speaking of cabbage....

Not only did red clover revitalize the land, but it is also an excellent and now abundant cattle
fodder. Forage production increased dramatically and the critical disproportion between grazing
and cultivated areas was finally reversed.22 As we have discussed earlier, Nova Scotian Planters
had to clear more land for feed crop cultivation for the livestock then to feed their family.
Deforestation and soil erosion was much abated with the introduction of clover. With clover it
became possible to produce more on less land and in so doing, the agricultural production system
could be stabilized.

With red clover growing in the barren, northern territories of Europe it had two dramatic effects.
First, clover provided a suitable niche for the honeybee which therefore led to a dramatic
increase in honey production.22 Clover honey was a sweet improvement which furthered the
wellbeing of the people. Second, it provided a fodder crop for cattle which was so desperately
needed. Fatter cows caused herds to double and triple, providing more milk and therefore
cheese.2*> Both became a critical nutritional base for those inhabitants as well as a new



mercantile development. And still there was another, less realized benefit from clovers
expansive use.

This would be the end to malaria which was a prominent disease in Europe. The malaria
mosquito, Anopheles atroparvus, was big into biting cattle and other domestic animals yet would
bite humans if nothing else was for lunch. With the dramatic rise of livestock due to clover
improving feeds and being a fodder crop itself, it ironically improved the zoophilic mosquito’s
chances of finding animals to bite.22 This proved fatal to the spread of malaria.22 Cattle do not
develop the disease, and the mosquitos life cycle was severed. In the 1770s, malaria was still one
of the most common diseases in northern Europe, but in the 1860s it was practically eradicated,
thanks to the green nitrogen revolution.23

As we reflect back to our area of interest, the farmers on Oak Island did grow Timothy Hay. Much
later, alfalfa did most of what red clover had done. Alfalfa was not only a hit on SNL but became
a standard provincial feed crop. Writer William Cronon, who wrote “Changes in the Land, Indians,
Colonists and the Ecology of New England,” said,

“One thing that distinguished European [red] clover and timothy grass from other plants was
precisely their ability to live on severely compacted soil containing little oxygen — the conditions
found in cow pastures. Livestock grazing on newly cleared forest lands also aggravated soil
erosion already taking place in these areas.” 4

So how does red clover impact Nova Scotia and our treasure story?

Red clover (Trifolium pratense) is a short-lived perennial that overwinters in the Maritimes and
grows 6 inches to 2 ft with a strong taproot and many branches. It becomes more quickly
established than alfalfa, white clover, and other smallseeded clovers. It is the most aggressive
perennial legume used in the Maritimes. Red clover is perfect for weed control as it covers the
ground completely and can be frost-seeded into winter grains. Its seeds are viable for a long time
and when it goes to seed, there will be clover coming up for years.2®

This tells us the red clover found in the depression by our Three Musketeers, could have been
growing there for a very long time.

“In the 1500’s during Portuguese voyages of discovery, islands in the new world were seeded with
livestock and crops to have fresh supplies for future voyagers.” - Dr. Louis-Andre Vigneras 1972.
Was red clover one of their “deposits” on Oak Island?

Meanwhile back to the past - the European Agricultural Revolution was slower if not downright
rejected by the colonies, and Nova Scotia for all intents and purposes was treated as a colony.
The colonies were made up of old-world Europeans who had long labored in more archaic and
perfunctory approaches to the misery of farm life. The Scotch, Irish, French, Swiss, and Germans
now cropping the colonies had left the continent before this revolution came common. They had



been dealing with their own political revolution and breaking ties with Britain included not
listening to their boasting on how to better the basics.

In German Pennsylvania, farmers began to hear of red clover as early as 1790. With reticence,
German farmers slowly adopted the English practice of sowing upland fields in timothy hay and
most importantly, red clover.2é Also, with the adoption of upland field hay, those farmers who
lacked meadows could raise winter fodder for livestock and no longer required letting fields lie
fallow.%¢ A hinderance to the new clover culture was both the poor quality of the seed imported
from England, as well as the lack of understanding of soil acidity which is not the alkaline soil
preferred by most discerning of clover plants.é

The irony of ironies is the solution to this soil snag came from - Nova Scotia! New England colony
farmers fixed their fields failings on plastering their plots with “land plaster.”2¢ So to please the
pouting pratense, mined lime or gypsum from the 14% Colony was imported to neutralize soil
acidity, add calcium, and spread the love of alkaline. 2¢ The first gypsum coming into Philadelphia
from Nova Scotia in the amount of 19,452 tons, arrived in 1816.2¢ The land plaster did not need
to be plastered on plenty, for as a few bushels was more than sufficient to convert an acre for
our red-leafed clovers consumption. 16

So what in darn nation was Nova Scotia’s problem?

Remember, Nova Scotia was filled with people who for religious reasons wanted out of Europe.
They had little or no experience farming and the entire vocation was really beneath their future
plans. The pull was religious freedom, and the inducement was free land and the marketing by
liars.

In attempts to “sell” Nova Scotia many wrote about the beautiful bounties awaiting those who
moved to the new continent. People like T.F. Knight who in his essay Nova Scotia and her
Resources, fibbed in flattery about “a generous soil,” “inexhaustible resources,” and having every
prospect of taking “her place in the advance cart of the world’s progress” as “the Great Britain of
this new Continent.”*Z Or the exuberant Robert Grant Haliburton howling the “agricultural
capabilities of the province were unsurpassed.”*Z He falsifies in saying the long-productive Fundy
marshlands were “without a parallel in the history of agriculture.”*? And not to miss the band
wagon, Abraham Gesner glamorizes the colony’s in his musings “The Industrial Resources of Nova
Scotia,” in saying “always productive alluvial soils are equal to the Banks of the Nile.”*. And not
to be out bull-shitted, Sam Slick (no joke) slanders with “Nova Scotians were either asleep or
stone blind to the natural privileges of their country.”*”

Wait... What about the cabbage and Oak Island?
A good reason to look for Posting #3




Red Rover Red Rover, send Red Clover on Over!

Posting #3

Do recall these are excerpts on the investigation of red clover from my book, “Oak Island Mystery Trees
and other Forensic Answers.” It is now available on Amazon.

So they signed up and they came in waves. The first were the Planters. The one true statement
about the Planters is the only thing they knew nothing about, was planting. Backwardness in
agronomy and animal husbandry mixed with the myopic view of the bountiful splendor of old
growth forests, with the maelstrom of hellish weather and warring heathens, Nova Scotia was
going nowhere. Soon what developed experience there was of the land, was excised when both
the Huguenots and the Acadians were forced out. Sporadic communities, cloistered in their own
languages and beliefs, Nova Scotia would take one hundred years to finally figure the farming
thing out.

Nova Scotian farmers were far from feeding family and their dwindling livestock, keeping food
imports was a retailers top priority. The consensus of mid-19t™" century opinion was in Nova
Scotia “The business of farming was in a backward state and comparatively unremunerative.”
British agricultural chemist J.F.W. Johnston after visiting Halifax and Annapolis Royal in 1849,
whined the province “not made to yield half so much food as Great Britain, in proportion to the
number of people employed in agriculture,” and the reasons for this “comparative deficiency of
produce lay in a want either of skill or of preserving industry on the part of the cultivators.”*”

The enlightenment spread slowly and unevenly because those farmers interested in the new
methods with red clover were not in a position to adopt them. Red clover usage was tied to this
obstacle. Yet these enlightened farmers were frustrated with the attitudes of their “incredulous
countrymen” who needed to be convinced of the benefits they could reap. Others were frankly
amazed to the apathy nor lack of positive indifference of the Plodholes around them.2?

By 1847, the farming society of Pictou County went full hog on red clover. Clover became their
first importance, and English red clover was clearly favored, although “American” and “yellow”
varieties were tried. Known imports rarely exceeded 225 |bs. per year, which was sufficient to
seed 20 or 25 acres when mixed with meadow grasses. Estimates for Pictou County peg red clover
seed imports at one ton for the two mid-century decades.22

What in Gods Green Acres does this have to do with Oak Island?

As seen with this abbreviated history of red clover in Nova Scotia, there was no reason Red Clover
should have been found on Oak Island. Up through 1820 at the earliest, the benefits of red clover
would remain a foreign, nonnative vascular plant of no known import or attainability. It would
be similar to you finding, acquiring, or trying to operate a 3-D printer just a decade ago. And still,
it is not in your Sharper Image catalog today!

So the question remains; what was Red Clover doing singularly covering the depression in the
forest on Oak Island — and why did it astonish our storytellers for being there? Several



commentators describe the clover as foreign, unknown, and definitely out-of-place, as it grew in
abundance in the depression! Yet they had no commentary regarding red clover having any
treasure-related connection? No pirate-related conspiracy to imbue? In other words, what
made red clover so odd to them to repeatedly make their point of it mysteriously being there?
This item, which has no similarity to the story’s embellishment of the block and tackle, therefore
becomes a forensic fact to investigate.

This was no easy nut to crack as they attempted to scratch out a meager existence. They could
not live on timber and fish alone. This time period and the horrific conditions these people
experienced is covered in Appendix B, “The Truth in Timber and Timing.” Though advertisements
for red clover were popping up around Boston, MA. as early as 1730’s, sales of it in South Hadley
and Northampton by 1757, and then exported from Boston in 1773; Nova Scotia did not get the
flyer on red clover’s importance.

Suffice it to say, by the end of the 18™ century the settlers, Indians, livestock, and the morale of
those Acadian people were desperately low, and any help from the Agricultural Revolution of
Europe had not trickled into Nova Scotia, nor would it for another fifty years.

So, what was red clover doing growing solely on the top of the depression on Oak Island? Had
Samuel Ball learned about its importance when a slave in South Carolina? Did he learn red clover
was used to enhance Timothy Hay production as well as re-invigorate the poor soils on the island?
More likely, he may have learned the benefits of red clover while he tended slave vegetable
gardens, growing melon, goobers, squash, greens, sweet potato, and calabash.2Z They may have
used the year-round benefits from companion-crop management. Today it is well known
growing red clover in an amongst cabbage promotes successful growth and volume of harvest.
Red and white clover add nitrogen to the soil, keep out unwanted insects and promote beneficial
insects that dine on cabbage worms.22 Everybody wins!

If this is the story however, then why such a mystery voiced by those later storytellers? Seventy
years had passed and they should have seen clover as a common crop enhancement and forage
crop for livestock. Whereas here, they ponder the plant’s foreign and nonnative status. Was it
just foreign to ‘islands’ or was it and other plants that were seen, foreign to the whole province
back then? They all ask, why was it here? — just as they did with those mystery canopied-trees,
flagstone rocks, and coconut coir fiber!

Or can red clover be an anecdotal reference to WHO filled in the Money Pit. Red clover’s
agriculture utilization has its own well-documented historical timeline marching through the
geography of the Middle East, Europe, Scandinavia, and the British kingdom. Could it add
verification to the location from WHERE our ancient voyagers may have set sights for Oak Island?
Did they bring it along as perhaps another marker for the hidden objects below? Was the
uniqueness of red clover a simple contamination of the area by those ancient voyage diggers?
Did they, or did Samuel Ball, simply empty their pockets or pant cuffs of red clover seeds which
were imported much earlier than the other farmers? But why waste the seeds in the forest under
massive oak trees? Why is it a mentioned mystery to our storytellers of the time?



Should we... could we match up the trifecta win of aligning the carbon-dated age of the coconut
fibers with the time sequences of soils settlement and of oak log decay as our scientists have
established, along with where red clover was migrating from at those points in history? Could
this not pinpoint WHO our ancient voyagers were? Appendix H, “Dirty World of Detritus,”
discusses the relationship of red clover’s advance through the world’s agricultural reform, and its
spread as a unique plant geographically.

An ending note:

Our radiocarbon dated coconut fibers date to 1130, 1180, 1185, 1229, and 1330 AD. Our
Mycologist gives an estimated date of 1365 AD for the needed 70% decomposition of the Money
Pit platforms oak logs consumed by fungus, for those platforms to structurally fail. And using this
information alone, we know domesticated red clover was still a unique agricultural legacy-less
legume found only on the southern side of the Pyrenees Mountains — thus restricted to the
Iberian Peninsula and home to Portugal, post-Templars. Should | give Corjan Mal a call? My
book, “Oak Island Mystery Trees and other Forensic Answers” provides more on this and other
answers to questions still floating around the Oak Island saga. So if coconut fiber on Oak Island
or those mysterious canopied trees, flagstone, or an infestation of carpenter ants is keeping you
up? Better get a copy to sleep well. Don’t forget, this book discusses both the greatest smuggling
ring in the history of the British Empire prior to the theft of the Quina-Quina Trees’ sacred bark,
and the literary sham treasure story crafted by a wanna-be Edgar Allen Poe with the secrets to
rituals of Freemasonry! Enjoy!




