
CORNWALL  TIN  MINE  CONNECTED  TO  OAK  ISLAND 
 

Momentous reveal how the use of Data Science has solved the Oak Island Treasure saga and 
why you should be extremely worried with the findings! 
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Eagerly this week I bought a book who’s title I won’t mention so I don’t spoil your own personal 
astonishment at what has been published regarding this 228-year old enigma - which we all have 
been following for years.  I was so excited that a different type of science, ‘Data Science,’ was being 
employed to makes sense of this conundrum. 
 

Data science is a relatively simple concept of searching enormous volumes of online data or other 
data ‘bank’ sources, for information related in some way to the topic being investigated.  In this case, 
an algorithm is generated to act as a type of sieve or siphon of all the mountains of data, collecting 
the related tidbits gathered and then to have the Artificial Intelligence (AI) aspect of this field, 
produce an answer to the question being investigated.  Whereas in the past, a group of different 
researchers would take a portion or specific aspect of the investigated question and search related 
sources to find pertinent factual evidence towards answering the question.  This takes much more 
time and effort.  Oftentimes different researchers are used on different aspects of the question 
being investigated (miners researching mining, numismatist researching ancient coins, etc.).  This is 
also why there are so many books written on this mystery as different authors have approached the 
saga from different points of view or fields of interest.  For me, my researching of the Oak Island 
Treasure story has dealt with exploring the arcane aspects of botany (archaeobotany) primarily.  And 
I have hired other researchers to investigate related aspects in maritime history, mycology, biology 
and geology.  It cannot be done as quickly and quantitatively as data science and AI can. 
 

The difference between a researcher’s approach to answering the question and that of using data 
science has unfortunately become very clear with the production of this book.  A researcher focuses 
on following the trail of factual evidence regarding a specific topic associated with the hunt for an 
answer to that given question.  Data science, however, searches the volume of data for all related 
information through the filter of an algorithm associated with that question, and from the siphoned 
data, draws from that collection to answer the question posed.  This assumes the data gathered was 
pertinent and factual, and the information compiled and supplied as an answer, is truthful, 
accurately presented and can be traced back to the source – as could the answer provided by a 
researcher.  Let’s see how this worked out with this new book and the headline above. 
 

This is not intended to be a book review nor am I a book cri�c.  So I want to stay with my area of 
exper�se and see what the book said about why coconut fiber was found within Oak Island.  To 
do so properly and in context, I will excerpt several paragraphs as the book begins to talk about 
coconut fiber.  Stay with me here… 
 

“The other two transports docked at Bridgewater Nova Scotia, where they unloaded their 
cargo into the hands of a Master James Crompton, and Master O’Hare, the captain and owner 
of a sloop called ‘The Falmouth.’  Crompton, who knew the islands surrounding Nova Scotia, 
was tasked with hiding the part of the Manso fortune that had been extracted from the main 
cargo, somewhere in the surrounding islands.  With help from a American-British Engineer, 
William Nurenburg, on assignment from the Highlands Regiment, the treasure was successfully 
hidden in 1762 at Oak Island in what is now known as the Money Pit.  William Nurenburg was 
a contemporary and exchanged letters with James-Watt, the Scottish inventor of the steam 



engine.  Correspondence shows the interest in using steam engines to pump water out of 
mining tunnels.  William was also possibly the leading expert of his day in mining tunnels that 
went under the sea, with experiences at Botallack Tin Mine in Cornwall.  One of the key clues 
in Oak Island that the tunnels were indeed manmade is the discovery that coconut fibre was 
found in volume within the pits, a product not unusual for Cornish mining engineers to 
waterproof tunnels, and definitely not a local produce of Nova Scotia, or Cornwall for that 
matter, so it must have been shipped in.” 

 

This is the second paragraph of Chapter 4, which introduces Oak Island to the reader.  The book 
has no cited references, footnotes, endnotes or even an index. It does not offer a glossary, a 
�meline or source cita�ons for the illustra�ons which are sprinkled throughout the book.  It 
looks and smells like a novel or work of fic�on, yet it markets itself as the fundamental finding 
of who, what, where, when, why and how of the Oak Island Treasure saga.  No other references 
are made of coconut fiber within the book.  I was flummoxed to say the least! 
 

So I started with researching what was said in this mouthful of a paragraph to check the validity 
and veracity of what else was promoted as fact within this book. 
 

The se�ng in the book is 1762.  The first red herring I took a whiff to is Bridgewater, Nova Sco�a 
would not be founded un�l 1812 with the first home sixty years later.  It is Located 20km from 
the seaport of LeHave at the inland end of the navigable LeHave River where the Mi`kmaq used 
the site as a winter camp.1  Bridgewater offered no ability to “dock” and unload any treasure.2  
And why in the middle of hos�le Indian country back in 1762 while the Bounty Proclama�on Act 
was s�ll in effect,3 would you reload your cargo onto another sloop, only to travel back down 
those 20km, to then set sail another 32.8 nau�cal miles to Oak Island?4 
 

This mish-mash of doub�ul documentary talks about a William Nurenburg as the leading expert 
in all things tunneling under the sea and plants his resume with the Botallack Tin Mine in 
Cornwall.  Oddly enough, I could not find any mining-related reference to Mr. Nurenburg in 
either America, Nova Sco�a or England.  Though this mine had been in opera�on since the early 
1500’s, the first steam engine employed with the mine was between 1795-1810.5  This is 
nowhere near our Mr. Nurenburg’s period of involvement with burying treasure on Oak Island 
some 33-48 years earlier and his rise in mysterious exper�se in mining under the sea. 
 

But more importantly to me is the next fundamental fib of fiber facts in this fic�on – the use of 
coconut fiber by miners to “waterproof” tunnels!  Really?  I wasted my �me atemp�ng to run 
down this fallacy.  I figured maybe the fibers were used as such in India where they readily have 
coconut fiber produc�on, and which at one �me led the world in mining gold and diamonds.  
Nope!  So let’s not play around with this no�on about coconut fiber, or that any plant fiber would 
have been deployed in a mine for ANY purpose, and here is why… 
 

 



Retted coconut husk coir fiber retains a coconut oil content of 2-5% (todays production),6 
making it quick to stain on contact and highly flammable.6, 7  It is also strongly hygroscopic6, 

8 which can dynamically change its Critical Water Content,9 creating pyrolysis.10  Coupled 
with the fiber readily absorbing oxygen6 it can easily lead to exothermic reaction 
(spontaneously combustible) when wetted.8, 10  
 

So therefore, I assume a miner would not want to put these fibers into damp, moist underground 
tunnels where ventilation of fresh oxygen is already a big concern.  Either the coconut fiber could 
cause suffocation or combust into flames… neither offer optimal reasons for having it in tunnels, 
shafts or chambers underground.  And exactly how would you apply coconut fiber in such an 
environment to “waterproof” it?  Coconut fiber is not impervious to water as it acts to a degree like 
a diaper and absorbs moisture.  But like an over-saturated diaper, additional leaks or water drainage 
will not be hindered by the saturated fiber within the mine.  All you would end up with is a wad of 
wet fibers which could self-heat and cause a fire risk.  It cannot coat or treat or act as a sealing agent 
upon the walls and ceilings of a tunnel.  So how could the fiber “waterproof” a mine? 
 

Well then, how did the book come up with such a cockamamie concept and accept it into the AI 
answer of the inves�gated ques�on about Oak Island? 
 

Recently, scientists have investigated plant fibers as an eco-friendly by-product to cure all mining 
and manufacturing ills known within the industrial world. As relatively inexpensive waste by-
product, this assortment of organic material shows promise to some degree, in either replacing, 
augmenting or correcting toxic manufacturing processes used throughout the world today.  Many 
studies have been published discussing the effects and applications of plant fibers to fix the myriad 
of industrial damage now seen.  I present just two of those studies here, to demonstrate how the 
verbiage within these publications becomes part of the voluminous online data available to data 
science and culled by artificial intelligence applications. 
 

1. “Coconut fiber (Cocos Nucifera) is composed mainly of cellulose, lignin and hemicellulose.  
This material has the ability to remove heavy metals from aqueous solutions by biosorption 
process.  The characterization of raw coconut fiber (RCF) and treated coconut fibers with 1.5g 
and 8g of H2O2 at 60°C were investigated by SEM/EDS and X-ray diffraction.  Heavy Metal 
accumulation was confirmed by MEV/ESD, as well as the components of ‘Strontium’ formed in 
the ashes of raw coconut fiber after pyrolysis by X-ray diffraction.”11  
 

2. ”This research aims to iden�fy the op�mum condi�on for the adsorption process, 
considering the effect of par�cle size, adsorbent dosage, and contact �me of adsorbents of 
coconut fibre ash in removing lead (Pb), copper (Cu), and zinc (Zn) metal ions from 
electropla�ng wastewater.”12 

 

Other studies have concluded similarly that coconut fiber byproducts have the ability to clean 
up cadmium, sulfur, phosphorous, chromium, aluminum, ferrous, manganese and arsenic… to 
name a few.   



And what minerals were mined in those Cornwall mines over these last few hundred years?  
Primarily copper, �n, zinc, lead and arsenic… to name a few.   
 

So as this informa�on enters the exis�ng 7,500 terabytes of online data,13 parts of this 
informa�on stream is syphoned off, like those bolded words on those two references above.  
This creates a nexus between those bolded words which, without someone reading the original 
text in its context, becomes fodder for Ar�ficial Intelligence to interpret once the algorithm has 
purloined the data to answer the inves�gated ques�on. 
 

The author did not research the history of Oak Island nor analyze what those data �dbits meant 
in the documents from where they were harvested.  This is obvious as in the ini�al chapter she 
errs by no�ng 1796 as the year of discovery of the Oak Island depression.  Or, the author claims 
October 13, 1312, was the date of Templar misfortune when the Pope disbanded the order, thus 
crea�ng “Friday the 13th” as unlucky. Yet in fact, this date was a Thursday in the Gregorian 
Calendar used back then.14   The true date which bode ill for the Templar Knights and made 
Friday the 13th as ‘unlucky,’ was October 13, 1307 when the French King made his move against 
Templar Knights and their possessions.  How wrong can you be on the simplest of facts?? 
 

Nor did she review the plethora of documents it scavenged for her AI algorithm to analyze 
and use for content purposes.  AI was the author!  And AI will become the de facto author 
of resumes, published articles, scientific journals, chapters in college textbooks and in 
creative stories like the one I tell you about here.  Though this ‘product’ masquerades as a 
true scientific endeavor seeking truth through technology, it only further buries the factual 
forensics on the fibers found in Oak Island.  And nobody cares about verifying what is 
truthful or accurate anymore. Soon, based on this self-generating online database of 
“information,” it will become almost impossible to determine what is fact from fiction. 
 

But let me correct myself here.  The author did no such litany of errors or issue such a clever cache 
of misinformation… her algorithm did!   She may not even have read the final product.  And Artificial 
Intelligence was the co-conspirator in maligning the coconut fiber found in the constructs beneath 
Oak Island!  Her final comments were…  
 

“As a technological innovator with a long career in developing new technologies to solve 
complex problems, she is now using her expertise in data science and artificial intelligence to 
find hidden treasures around the world.  She believes treasure hunting can be more than just an 
adventure; it can also be a way to learn about history, culture, and the environment.”  She 
exclaims – “I am a modern day treasure hunter!   I have ditched the pith helmet and spade and 
have a whole suite of algorithms in my kit bag.   Instead of digging through soil like archaeologists 
looking for ancient artifacts, the future involves digging through data.” 

 
Wow!  I’m feeling so relieved with what the future has in store for the factual record… 
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