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The irony of ironies is the solution to this soil snag came from -
Nova Scotia! New England colony farmers fixed their fields failings
on plastering their plots with “land plaster.”2 So to please the
pouting pratense, mined lime or gypsum from the 14% Colony was
imported to neutralize soil acidity, add calcium, and spread the love
of alkaline.Z£ The first gypsum coming into Philadelphia from Naova
Scotia in the amount of 19,452 tons, arrived in 1816.28 The land
plaster did not need to be plastered on plenty, for as a few bushels
was more than sufficient to convert an acre for our red-leafed
clovers consumption. 1€

The Pennsylvania Dutch word for clover is “Glee,” pronounced
“glaa” {long a).2& Curiously, the same word used as an adjective
means small, which clover was as it did not grow tall (knee high at
best) and had tiny seeds.2f Appropriately, it only took a quart or
two of seeds to sow an acre. Fagleysville, PA, blacksmith John
Markley's 1805 Day Book often recorded selling “ein quaed klaver
saame,”- a quart of clover seed. But | bet you had figured that out.

So what in darn nation was Nova Scotia’s problem?

Remember, Nova Scotia was filled with people who for religious
reasons wanted out of Europe. They had little or no experience
farming and the entire vocation was really beneath their future
plans. The pull was religious freedom, and the inducement was
free land and the marketing by liars.

In attempts to “sell” Nova Scotia many wrote about the beautiful
bounties awaiting those who moved to the new continent. People
like T.F. Knight who in his essay Nova Scotio and her Resources,
fibbed in flattery about “o generous soil,” “inexhaustible
resources,” and having every prospect of taking “her place in the
advance cart of the world’s progress” as “the Great Britain of this
new Continent."X Or the exuberant Robert Grant Haliburton
howling the “agricultural capabilities of the province were
unsurpassed.” He falsifies in saying the long-productive Fundy
marshlands were “without a parallel in the history of agriculture."Z
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And not to miss the band wagon, Abraham Gesner glamorizes the
colony's in his musings “The Industrial Resources of Nova Scotia,”
in saying “always productive alluvial soils are equal to the Banks of
the Nile."sZ And not to be out bull-shitted, Sam Slick (no joke)
slanders with “Nova Scotians were either asleep or stone blind to
the natural privileges of their country.”X

So they signed up and they came in waves. The first were the
Planters. The one true statement about the Planters is the only
thing they knew nothing about, was planting. Backwardness in
agronomy and animal husbandry mixed with the myopic view of
the bountiful splendor of old growth forests, with the maelstrom
of hellish weather and warring heathens, Nova Scotia was going
nowhere. Soon what developed experience there was of the land,
was excised when both the Huguenots and the Acadians were
forced out. Sporadic communities, cloistered in their own
languages and beliefs, Mova 5Scotia would take one hundred years
to finally figure the farming thing out.

Mova Scotian farmers were far from feeding family and their
dwindling livestock, keeping food imports a retailers top priority.
The consensus of mid-19™ century opinion was in Nova Scotia “The
business of farming was in a backward state and comparatively
unremunerative.” British agricultural chemist I.F.W. Johnston after
visiting Halifax and Annapolis Royal in 1849, whined the province
“not made to yield half so much food as Great Britain, in proportion
to the number of people employed in agriculture,” and the reasons
for this “comparative deficiency of produce lay in a want either of
skill or of preserving industry on the part of the cultivators.” X

The enlightenment spread slowly and unevenly because those
farmers interested in the new methods were not in a position to
adopt them. Red clover usage was tied to this obstacle. Yet these
enlightened farmers were frustrated with the attitudes of their
“incredulous countrymen” who needed to be convinced of the
benefits they could reap. Others were frankly amazed to the
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apathy nor lack of positive indifference of the Plodholes around
them.ZZ Below is an early receipt for 12 Ibs. of red clover.
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Courtesy: Mova Scotia National Archives, MG1 Vol. 950 #546.

The 1820s and 1830s saw sewveral things begin to grow in the
province, namely the issuance of the Agricola letters, establish-
ment of the first wave of farming societies, and the distribution of
red clover seed to new farm settlers. It would be another twenty
years before the inertia of ignorance was imbued with intellectual
impetus to overcome the impasse.

By 1847, the farming society of Pictou County went full hog on red
clover. Clover became their first importance, and English red clover
was clearly favored, although “American” and “yellow” varieties
were tried. Known imports rarely exceeded 225 |bs. per year,
which was sufficient to seed 20 or 25 acres when mixed with
meadow grasses. Estimates for Pictou County peg red clover seed
imports at one ton for the two mid-century decades. 22
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What in Gods Green Acres does this have to do with Oak Island?

As seen with this abbreviated history of red clover in Nova Scotia,
there was no reason It should have been found on Oak Island. Up
through 1820 at the earliest, the benefits of red clover would
remain a foreign, nonnative vascular plant of no known import or
attainability. It would be similar to you finding, acquiring, or trying
to operate a 3-D printer just a decade ago. And still, it is not in your
Sharper Image catalog today!

So the question remains; what was it doing singularly covering the
depression in the forest on Oak Island — and why did it astonish our
storytellers for being there? Several commentators describe the
clover as foreign, unknown, and definitely out-of-place, as it grew
in abundance in the depression! Yet they had no commentary
regarding it having any treasure-related connection? No pirate-
related conspiracy to imbue? In other words, what made red clover
so odd to them to repeatedly make their point of it mysteriously
being there? This item, which has no similarity to the
embellishment of the block and tackle, therefore becomes a
forensic fact to investigate.
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