As recently published in our Third Volume, Knights Templar operated
and managed the growing, harvesting and processing of sugarcane at
date palm plantations in Jericho, between the period of their
occupation AD 1116 to 1187.%  Recent palecethnobotanical and
archaeological excavations have uncovered within the ruins of
crusader processing mills throughout the Holy Kingdom, thousands
of broken and intact sugar molds used in that process. In attempts
to improve earlier existing Muslim sugarcane operations, Knights
implemented the use of advanced press methods and crafted a
variety of sugar mold modifications.®  With crusader sugarcane
agronomy centered in Akko, West Galilee, lericho and Zoar - south of
the Dead Sea, The fabric (materials) used to produce those mold
variations came from local kilns, giving them unigue petrographic
and chemical fingerprints.® This allowed sugar molds to be assigned
by archaeologists to a creation location and a production timeline.
Unigue sugar molds produced by crusaders in the vicinity of Jericho
(City of Dates),* were detected to have accretions, or residue within
or on molds or mold fragments, of having fatty acids characteristic of
date palm kernel oil boiled for extracting date syrup (honey).*



Is this further proof Knights Templar, operated processing mills for
sugarcane harvests from the fields below, and production of honey
from date fruit clusters above? Would this not inextricably tie the
Order to the care and pruning of cultivated Judean Date Palm trees of
mesh/sheath trunk fiber and dead fronds, co-located on these
plantations... and therefore, affording Templars direct access to the
source of Qak Island’s mystery fiber?

The answer is: ...they share in common - large quantities of date

palm fiber radiocarbon dated to 1185-1330 AD!
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