Fiber Fallacy - First

On February 1, 1926, Frederick L. Blair published a 2™ version of a
Prospectus for the Oak Island Treasure Company seeking investors
to help fund searcher operations. Though it had multiple sections
totaling 49 pages, in Exhibit A, on page 5, Mr. Blair authors this
excerpt..

“After removing the sand and gravel covering the beach, they
came to a covering or bed of a brown, fibrous plant, the fibre
very much resembling the husk of a coconut, and when
compared with the plant that was bored out of the “Money Pit”
already mentioned, no difference in the two could be detected.
However later it was subsequently proved to be a tropical plant,
in former times used as “dunnage” in stowing ship’s cargo.” 1

The last sentence, “However later it was subseguently proved to be
a tropical plant, in former times used as “dunnage” in stowing
ship’s cargo,” is the kernel of misinformation which has hobbled
treasure searchers ever since. This is the first published reference

to ‘dunnage’ as a definition for the plant material found throughout
Oak Island. And unfortunately, this single sentence has erroneously
stuck to the Oak Island Treasure lore through to today.

To complicate the forensic investigation of his comment, we are
unsure if he was talking about eelgrass (Zoestra marina), manila
grass (Zoysia matrella), manila hemp (Musa textilis) or coconut husk
fiber (Cocos nucifera). We can assume he may not have been
referring to eelgrass. Though it was used to wrap and protect
porcelain figurines in packaging, eelgrass grows worldwide and is not
specifically a tropical plant. All of the others he mentions have been
used as a packing material within a shipped package, all are tropical
plants, but none were used as dunnage on any vessel at any time. I'll
refer you to Volume One, Chapter 10, “Cracking the Nut,” for further
forensic examination of those plant fiber sources. 2
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| have no idea where Mr. Blair came up with this tidbit of wisdom,
but my research has found no evidence of truth to that statement.
Furthermaore, Mr. Blair knew or should have known, his statement
was untrue. Several events he was privy to previous his publication,
argued against such a descriptive statement.

On September 23, 1905, Josephine Fredea published the first half of a
7,380-word article titled, “The Lure of the Pirate Gold"? in Collier’s
Weekly Magazine. The follow-up was published in Collier's in 1906.
One of the most comprehensive articles about the Oak Island treasure
saga, Fredea had a working relationship with Captain John W. Welling
who was involved in the search from 1896 through 1900.2 She also
had a reputation of enhancing any aspect of the story she thought
would spur readership. Yet her lengthy reportage had no such
enhancement regarding the mysterious plant fiber or its historical
usage. In fact, the article identifies the fiber found in Smith’s Cove
and in the Money Pit as indeed, coconut fiber.

In 1916, the Smithsonian Institute received five plant fiber
specimens found on Qak Island, from Reginald V. Harris2 The
Textiles Department of the Smithsonian, determined at that time...

“The specimens of fibre submitted is undoubtedly from the fibrous
husk surrounding o coconut, This fibre is especially resistant to the
effects of sea water and under the conditions under which it was
found may have been there for several hundred years.”

The Smithsonian Institute again issued a report in 1931, by Dr.
Frederick L. Newton, Director of Textiles,f where he said they...

“_..analyzed a fibrous material found under the sand of Smith's
Cove on Oak Island, and declare it to be coconut fiber, probably
Caribbean in origin.”

The wvery first reference to the unknown plant material found
throughout Oak Island searcher operations, was all the way back to
January, 2, 1864. In an article published in The Colonist, and titled
“History of the Oak Island Enterprise, Chapter 1."2
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The anonymous author was Mr. George Cooke, Treasurer of the
Oak Island Association, and his article was submitted on December
20, 1863. In his published document, he wrote...

“After reaching the wooden obstruction in which their auger was
crippled they withdrew the ball-sludge auger to apply the chise,
and, in doing so, brought to the surface a small bunch of what
was afterwards supposed by persons likely to know, to be a grass
peculiar to the Spanish Main. For a while, until they had received
this information, one or two were foolish enough to wonder
whether they had not exhumed a portion of the scalp of the black
man of whom they had been informed by those who derided their
undertaking. But fortunately for the “Oak island” treasure-
seekers, pieces of this grass were preserved by those who first
handled it so if nothing more valuable is found to gladden their
hearts and rebut the ridicule and contumely lavishly heaped upon
them in many quarters, it, as well as the wonderful discoveries
previously and subseguently made, will remain to denote their
belief in its being the resting place of Kidd's Treasure, with, to say
the least, o mysterious significance.”

So after these known facts, Mr. Blair's chimerical prose seems he
wanted to distance coconut fiber from the narrative to his investor
audience. Why? By now, coconut fiber had been found throughout
the searcher history since 1804. One would think coconut fiber fed
into a Caribbean pirate literary genre, popular at that time. Linking
pirates to Spanish or French booty would seem obviously tangled in a
wad of coconut fiber found awash from those treasure-laden shores.

But then again, perhaps Mr. Blair felt it was too coincidental for most
serious investors to rationalize coconut fiber happened to find itself
on the island. Was he worried they may think the prospectus was
populated with exotic endowments bordering on being cheesy?
Perhaps that gimmicky grammar was to be toned down. His
paragraph with the wider definition of Tropical Plant fiber, would
however, allow the investor class to contemplate in their fantasies
those historical profits amassed during the silk trade, and then the
spice trade, and finally the slave trade; all had their genesis in the
tropics of the old world. And all passed by Nova Scotia on their way
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to fund European monarchies. And therefore, all had the
opportunity to find their way into the coffers of Oak Island. Perhaps
Blair thought this plant verbiage encapsulated all plunder imaginary
without the carnival barker use of peg-leg pirates?

So with that back-handed excuse for its presence, coconut fiber found
on Oak Island became the souvenir du jour and was gobbled up by the
bushel for gardens of the fair people of Mahone Bay. Worst still, after
the official identity by several reputable sources that the fibers were
indeed from the coconut husk, Blair's misstatement and the coconut
fiber identity, amalgamated into a fully false fable; that indeed, coconut
coir fiber was used by sailing ships as dunnage. It would languish as a
lost artifact until searchers kept finding it in their diggings, post-
radiocarbon dating technology genesis, in the 1950's.

Little did Mr. Frederick L. Blair know science would someday be
able to not only determine exactly what biological matter his
“grass” was, but also how old it was. Today, they can even
determine from whence it came!

TOO OLD FOR DATING DAWVID H. NEISEN



	chapter 2 a
	chapter 2 b
	chapter 2 c
	chapter 2 d

