Rotted Oak Logs of the Money Pit Platforms

There was much commentary in the Oak Island Treasure Story lore about
the oak logs which made up the platforms within the Money Pit. Many
had “rotted where the logs were embedded into the hard clayey soil of
the walls of the Money Pit ¥ This was investigated as a possible scientific

clue as to WHEN the Money Pit was filled in. The following pages are
excerpts from our Books first volume, “0Oak Island Mystery Trees and
other Forensic Answers, Chapter &, “Planting Evidence.” This forensic
study is the mycological analysis of what would happen to oak logs in
such a setting. Enjoy!




Dating Decay & Displacement

A few years ago from the comfort of my couch, the thought came
to me perhaps we could make determinations which would or
could forward the finding of answers to the WHO, WHAT, WHEN,
WHY and HOW of the Oak Island enigma. Heck, I've seen enough
television to know ‘they’ can determine anything nowadays, right?

Lucky for me, | finally found just such a premier expert of experts
on all things below me — literally, below my feet. He has such an
impressive record of experience, expertise, and education, his
entire 58-page resume is include in Appendix M, “Experts Examine
Evidence,” along with the reports of his findings. Here, we will first
announce his findings regarding the “Rot and Decay of Oak Logs
making up the Platforms Within the Money Pit.”

The Dak Island treasure story tells of the legend of searchers
digging down within the depression, which would later be properly
called the Money Pit. We are provided descriptive statements of
what was seen and in what condition is was witnessed to be as they
dug deeper and deeper. Like all other aspects of this enigma, we
have forensically examined the commentary about the platforms
within the Money Pit, and the descriptions of the oak logs which
made up those platforms. Some of those reporting’s are listed at
the end of this chapter yet can also be viewed in their full context
in Appendix C, “On the Record.”

Be it known, the searchers said the oak logs making up the
platforms within the pit, were rotten. Rotten enough a strong man
could break them from their embedment into the hard clay walls
with which they were wedged. Yet they were not decayed to the
point where the weight of the refilled soil they supported, broke
their hold into the wall.

So what exactly caused those logs to rot and decay and what does
that have to do with finding out WHEN this all happened?
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Wood decay or wood rot is the decomposition of wood by
microorganismes, primarily by their enzymatic activity — ‘feeding off
the nutrients of the wood fiber/# The suspect microorganism is
fungus — which is among us! They are the only group which foments
wood decay. There are other sources which can deteriorate wood
or fibrous organic materials. To name just a few such as ultraviolet
light, marine animals, insects, and others, but they are not causing
decay or rot, and they do not create the volume of destruction of
wood fiber as do those cute fibrous fungi feeders. Without them,
we would have so much wood on Qak Island, Billy Gerhardt would
be king of the island!

The funky fungi which feast of fibers, loves it when it is damp wood.
They need it wet, they need oxygen to breath while eating, and
they like it warm when at the food bar. Gee sounds vaguely
familiar.

Brown Fungus is the primary culprit in consuming dead wood.
Honey Fungus is big on attacking living trees and loves to move in
and colonize before the Big Eat. Other fungi already live on the
wood and slowly eat their own homes.22 | believe it is these fungi
that we are examining in the decay of the oak logs within the
Money Pit.

But who would know for sure? Easy Peasy... a “Mycologist.” No,
not your ‘collogist’... a person who knows all about myeology. This
is the field of fungi - pun always intended. It includes the study of
their genetic and biochemical properties, their taxonomy, their use
to humans as a source for tinder, traditional medicine, and for fungi
food. It also studies the psychoactive substances which some of
them funky fungi produce, as well as their ability to be toxic and
cause infections.

Wow! Where do you get a degree in that? My son must be
studying to be a mycologist, as his room definitely is a working lab!
Does that make him..... my mycologist?
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Most importantly, mycology can tell us how long it took for those
foraging funky fiber-feasting fungi to fill up and decay a Northern
Red Oak log, used to make a platform deep within our very own
Money Pit on Oak Island! Our expert who is working his magic to
determine how long it would take for the soils within and atop the
Money Pit, to settle, compact and consolidate, has provided us
here, a timeline to which the rate of rot and decay has been
determined once the Money Pit was filled in and decay developed.

Rot and Decay of Oak Logs
Dr. Bryan G. Hopkins, Ph.D., CPSS, is an expert in soil science and
currently a Full Professor in the Plant and Wildlife Sciences

Department at Brigham Young University. His academic teaching
focuses on environmental chemistry and plant, soil, and water
science and management. Professor Hopkins has multiple degrees
in Horticulture and Agronomy and is currently the Coordinator for
the North American Proficiency Testing (MAPT) program for the Soil
Science Society of America (S554), which oversees data quality for
approximately 150 analytical laboratories from around the waorld.

In addition, Professor Hopkins is the active managing owner of
Hopkins Scientific LLC, in Provo, Utah. He and his staff of scientists
and researchers were enlisted to perform an examination and
modeling of a blind scenario, descriptive of the Oak Island setting.
This scenario provided geology and atmospheric and weather
conditions of the island and surrounding area. It also provided
redacted witness statements, abridged written reports, affidavits,
and descriptive writings of searcher activities when discussing rot
of wood, settling of scil, and moisture conditions within the Money
Pit. As stated, those descriptive writings are reposted at the end of
this chapter.

Dr Hopkins and his team have submitted their initial draft report on
the decay-based degradation of the logs within the pit, in an effort
to attempt to determine an approximate window of time as to
when the pit was refilled.22
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This report is shown in full in Appendix M, “Experts Examine
Evidence,” and the summary findings are provided below.

“The parameters of our model have now been sufficiently
outlined that we can provide a reasonable window of time in
which these red oak logs could have been buried in the soil. We
have set the decomposition mass ration fo between 30% and
70%, We know that the cooler subsoil temperature (44 degrees
F) increases the microbial growth rate by a factor of 3-4, we
have set it at 3.5 for this model. We also know that the rate of
decay for the sapwood and outer bark is roughly 16% annually
while the rate of decay for the heartwood is approximately 1%
annually. The diameter of the red oak logs is 7.5 inches, the total
2 dimensional surface area is calculated at approximately 139
cm2. It's also established that the compasition of red oak logs is
typically 10% sapwood and 90% heartwood {Brown 2019). 10%
of the total surface areo is 13.9 em2 and 90% of the of total
surface area is 125.8 cm2. When all the outlined variables are
input into this rate of decay model, we can then calculate a
window.20

Beginning with shorter end of the window, 70% original oak log
mass remaining would take 175 years to occur. For 50% of the
original oak log mass to remain would take 273 years to occur.
For 30% of the original oak log mass to remain would take 420
years to occur (Figure 1). While that range of 175 to 420 years
is a significantly wide estimate of time, that is the best that can
be derived given the information provided within the scenarios.
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Figure 1: The amount of time it would take, given the inputs, to have

a percentage of the ariginal oak log mass remaining undecomposed.22
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This forensic report provides for us the duration of elapsed time,
based on the calculations of how much mass of the oak log was
remaining undecomposed within the platform structure, in that pit
environment. Wooden logs with only 30% of their mass being
decomposed, would have been within the MP environment for 175
years. Logs with 50% of their mass being decomposed, would have
been within the MP environment for 273 years. the logs with 70%
of their mass being decomposed, would have been within the MP
environment for 420 years! The latter is the conservative choice.

Assuming therefore the depression/Money Pit was discovered and
partially excavated in 1795 or as late as 1804, would indicate the
175 years of degradation would date the filling of the Money Pit to
around 1620-1629 AD. The 273 years of degradation would date the
filling of the Money Pit to around 1522-1531 AD. And the 420 years
of degradation would date the filling of the Money Pit to around
1375-1384 Ap. Below are some quick references applying this data:

Coincidentally, it initially appears our 175 years decay
degradation of 30% of oak logs, aligns quite well with James A.
McQuiston's “1632" theory dealing with Sir William Alexander
and the Knights Baronet of Nova Scotia.

Then again, the 273 years of decay degradation at 50% of the
oak logs within the MP, falls within the window of a bevy of
radiocarbon-dated wooden swamp artefacts dated within
1474-1575.

And still, never to be undercut, the 420 years of decay
degradation at 70% of the oak logs, does ironically fit with the
varied radiocarbon datings of the mountains of coconut coir
fiber found within the island! Around 1375 AD.

Keep in mind, these scientific calculations are not based in any way
on what searchers, storytellers, or historians have said about those
logs which made up any platforms within the MP. This forensic
answer is what would actually happen with wood in such a scenario
underground with the known makeup of the soil and weather of
Oak Island. This is evidence which can be used and not dismissed.
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The Oak Island story discusses a wooden platform every ten feet, down to approimately 210 ft
depth, armere. The descriptian within the Money Fit cleary desoribes the 10 ft, 20 ft, 30, 50
ft, 20 ft, 38 ft, and 103 ft platforms. The latter twio being determines by borings thraugh tham.
Otheraise, they use the term movks, mankes, ar teer for the 40 fe, 500ft, 70 ft, 80 f, and 110 ft
platfarms.  Many pecple do nat assadate the desariptor of a “marker® as necessanily being an
actual platfarm. Yt in mining of the cay, a marker [marcher correct spalling| was a Seoatish term
toreference a platiorm or partial platformear landing.? 1tis hard to believe the “markers” covered
ini charceal, or small inscribed stones, or puddied day, or eelgrass and cooonut fibers.. were
somehow just a ‘mark cowered’ on the side of the pit walls or somehow suspenced within the:
pile of the fill. Did somecne lowered ona rape make a mark on the wall of the pit with these
materials, ar by them on top aof the sod at 10 ft of 6l |ust so they could then dump anather ten
feet on top of that? Furthermore, sithout those platforms at these 10 ft ‘marks,’ what was
suppased to hiole up the cirt above? A 45.9 metric tons per ten-doot height of AilL2 an aak log
platfiarm simply wedged inta the side of the shaft could not hald more than the weight far bao
platfarms, if ak thak. Other authars discuss further platforms ar barriers going as far down as 171
ft. Fornow, 110 ft will do us]* *Excerpt fram Appencia H, “Dinty World of Detritus
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